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trade) I was not hindered from embarking and going
down, supported as I was by my innocence. More-
over, if that misfortune had happened and the axe
been raised over my head, I should have asked a little
time to speak; and I believe I should have so fully
cleared myself that I would have compelled him who
ordered it either to do a manifest injustice, or to
leave me my life. But I had no trouble about it,
and those who expected to see me struck down were
very much astonished when they saw the honor that
was done me; so astonished were they, that some
said, since a murderer was so favorably dealt with,
the true way to get oneself liked by the French was
to cleave some one’s head open. All these speeches
have not prevented my innocence from always being
above suspicion; whatever may be said, I shall, all
my life, love and serve the French, in every way I
can.

‘“ Echon, we thought that your Village [167] ought
to follow ours, and join itself to ours, now that we
are on the point of establishing another one else-
where, and it is not your fault, since the presents
you made on this account, last year, were only too
well calculated to bring them to this resolution.
Nevertheless, as far as we can see, it is not necessary
to say anything more regarding this,—it is a matter
quite aside; and lately when I was going to your
house to learn your decision, I lost courage; you an-
swered me so coldly that I had almost resolved not
to speak to you any more about it.

‘“ Yet the thing is of such importance, as well for
your interests as for ours, that I have judged it fit-
ting to speak my feelings about it once more. If
you do not answer me clearly to-day, I shall never



